
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE THE

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
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MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME AND REQUEST FOR 
SHORTENED COMMENT PERIOD AND EXPEDITED ACTION

OF SOUTHWEST POWER POOL, INC.

Pursuant to Rule 212 of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 

(“Commission”) Rules of Practice and Procedure, 18 C.F.R. § 385.212, Southwest Power 

Pool, Inc. (“SPP”) submits this Motion for Extension of Time to comply with certain 

directives in the Commission’s February 29, 2012 order issued in the captioned 

proceedings.1  Specifically, SPP requests an extension to May 14, 2012 to file certain 

revisions to the agreement between SPP and Entergy Services, Inc. (“Entergy”) pending 

in these proceedings,2 and an extension to July 31, 2012 to file certain other revisions to 

the SPP Open Access Transmission Tariff (“Tariff”) required by the February 29 Order.  

The requested extensions will allow SPP to develop the required Tariff revisions through 

its stakeholder process to ensure full and careful consideration of all stakeholder interests, 

as discussed in more detail below.  

SPP also requests that the Commission shorten the comment period on this 

motion to Wednesday, March 28, 2012 and issue an order by Thursday, March 29, 2012.  

In support, SPP shows as follows:
                                               
1 Southwest Power Pool, Inc., 138 FERC ¶ 61,150 (2012) (“February 29 Order”).

2 Agreement between Southwest Power Pool, Inc. and Entergy Services, Inc. to 
Implement Principles Governing Regional Planning in Accordance with the 
Regional Planning Requirements of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
Southwest Power Pool, Original Rate Schedule FERC No. 11 (“SPP-Entergy 
Agreement”). 
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I. BACKGROUND

The February 29 Order concerns the terms and conditions under which SPP and 

Entergy are required to engage in coordinated transmission system planning pursuant to 

Order No. 890.  To that end, SPP and Entergy entered into the SPP-Entergy Agreement, 

which was filed February 6, 2009, amended February 9, 2009, and conditionally accepted 

by the Commission on April 10, 2009.3  The Commission’s acceptance of the SPP-

Entergy Agreement was made subject to additional compliance filings and the outcome 

of both SPP’s and Entergy’s Order No. 8904 compliance proceedings in Docket Nos. 

OA08-61-001 and OA08-59-004, respectively.5

The February 29 Order addresses proposed revisions to the SPP-Entergy 

Agreement (including revisions filed to comply with the April 2009 Order) and imposes, 

pursuant to the Commission’s authority under section 206 of the Federal Power Act, 

additional compliance obligations requiring modifications to Attachment O of SPP’s 

Tariff.6  

                                               
3 Southwest Power Pool, Inc., 127 FERC ¶ 61,032  (2009) (“April 2009 Order”).

4 See, e.g., Preventing Undue Discrimination and Preference in Transmission 
Service, Order No. 890, 2006-2007 FERC Stats. & Regs., Regs. Preambles 
¶ 31,241, order on reh’g, Order No. 890-A, 2006-2007 FERC Stats. & Regs., 
Regs. Preambles ¶ 31,261 (2007), order on reh’g and clarification, Order No. 
890-B, 123 FERC ¶ 61,299 (2008), order on reh’g and clarification, Order No. 
890-C, 126 FERC  61,228 (2009), order on clarification, Order No. 890-D, 129 
FERC ¶ 61,126 (2009) (“Order No. 890”).

5 April 2009 Order at PP 18-19.

6 A detailed description of the relevant procedural background, including a 
discussion of the various related orders and filings pertinent to this Motion, is 
contained in the February 29 Order.  See February 29 Order at PP 2-8.
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With respect to the SPP-Entergy Agreement, the February 29 Order requires SPP, 

on or before March 30, 2012, to:

(1) Submit revised definitions of the terms “Approved Expansion Plan” 

and “Regional Stakeholder Meeting”  to conform the SPP-Entergy 

Agreement to the corresponding definitions previously approved by 

the Commission for incorporation into Entergy’s Attachment K 

(hereinafter “SPP-Entergy Agreement definition revisions”);7 and

(2) Revise section 1.5.9.7.2 to provide that resource-specific data will 

be disclosed by SPP as part of the planning process and subject to 

applicable confidentiality provisions, if such data is required for 

stakeholders to participate in the transmission planning process or to 

replicate transmission planning studies (hereinafter “resource-

specific data revision”).  Concerning this resource-specific data 

revision, the February 29 Order noted that that an earlier order of the 

Commission in Docket No. ER08-1419-0008 addressing similarly 

worded provisions in SPP’s Attachment O resulted in a similar 

finding and directive to SPP.  

With respect to SPP’s currently effective Attachment O, the Commission invoked 

its section 206 authority and directed SPP, on or before March 30, 2012, to revise its 

                                               
7 Id. at P 28.

8 Id. at P 29 (citing Southwest Power Pool, Inc., 127 FERC ¶ 61,271, at P 15 
(2009), order on reh’g and compliance, 137 FERC ¶ 61,227 (2011) (“December 
2011 Order”)).
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procedures for making available Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (“CEII”), as 

follows:

(1) Delete language contained in section VII.8(b) of Attachment O directing 

individuals that do not belong to a confirmed pre-screened Member or 

Market Participant to the Commission’s website for instructions to access 

CEII (“current non-Market Participant CEII procedures”); and

(2) Add provisions describing how such non-Members may gain access to 

CEII (“new CEII procedures”).

II. MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

SPP requests extensions of time to file certain revisions to the SPP-Entergy 

Agreement and Attachment O of the SPP Tariff required by the February 29 Order.  SPP 

requests an extension to May 14, 2012 to file the resource-specific data revision to the 

SPP-Entergy Agreement and an extension to July 31, 2012 to file revisions to Attachment 

O of the SPP Tariff to implement the new CEII procedures, as discussed in more detail 

below.

The SPP-Entergy Agreement definition revisions are ministerial and SPP expects 

to be able to finalize, execute, and submit an amended version of the SPP-Entergy 

Agreement reflecting these revisions on or before the March 30, 2012 compliance 

deadline.  SPP also expects to file to delete the current non-Market Participant CEII 

procedures contained in Attachment O by the March 30, 2012 compliance deadline.  

However, SPP requires additional time to develop the other revisions required by the 

February 29 Order through the SPP stakeholder process.   

As noted, with respect to the resource-specific data revision to the SPP-Entergy 

Agreement, SPP and its stakeholders are currently developing similar revisions to 
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Attachment O of the SPP Tariff to comply with the Commission’s directives in Docket 

Nos. ER08-1419, et al.   By notice issued January 31, 2012, the Commission granted SPP 

an extension of time to May 14, 2012 to allow SPP to develop the necessary Attachment 

O resource-specific data revision through its stakeholder process.9  Inasmuch as the 

resource-specific data revision to the SPP-Entergy Agreement ordered by the February 29 

Order is substantively the same as the Attachment O revision under consideration in 

ER08-1419, a similar extension of time is necessary in this proceeding for SPP to 

conform the revisions required by the February 29 Order with the revisions required in 

Docket No. ER08-1419.10  Accordingly, SPP requests that the Commission extend the 

deadline for submitting the required revision to section 1.5.9.7.2 of the SPP-Entergy 

Agreement to May 14, 2012, consistent with the extension the Commission granted in 

Docket No. ER08-1419.

In the same vein, the new CEII procedures that SPP will implement in place of its 

current CEII procedures will also require substantial stakeholder involvement.  These 

new procedures cannot be drafted, vetted, and finalized prior to the July 2012 SPP Board 

of Directors’ meeting cycle.11  As the Commission has recognized, the terms and 

conditions by which a public utility offers access to CEII data present complicated 

balancing issues where the interests of protecting sensitive information must be weighed 

                                               
9 Southwest Power Pool, Inc., “Notice of Extension of Time,” Docket Nos. ER08-

1419-003 and -004 (Jan. 31, 2012) (“January 31 Notice”).

10 See February 29 Order at P 29 (directing “SPP to submit revisions to the SPP-
Entergy Agreement to conform with [the revisions required] in the ER08-
1419-000 proceeding”). 

11 SPP’s Board of Directors meets only on a quarterly basis.
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against the legitimate need for data relevant to informed transmission planning.12  These 

factors will require careful consideration of SPP’s new CEII procedures through SPP’s 

stakeholder process before appropriate Tariff revisions can be developed and eventually 

presented to the SPP Board of Directors for approval.   To allow sufficient time for this 

process to run, SPP requests that the deadline for submitting new CEII procedures be 

extended to July 31, 2012 following the July 2012 meeting of the SPP Board of 

Directors.

In similar circumstances, the Commission has granted extensions to compliance 

filing deadlines to permit SPP to adopt Tariff revisions through its stakeholder process.13  

SPP is committed towards working diligently to comply with the directives of the 

February 29 Order, and believes that the requested extensions will afford sufficient time 

for SPP and its stakeholders to develop the required modifications to the SPP-Entergy 

Agreement and Attachment O. 

III. REQUEST FOR SHORTENED COMMENT PERIOD AND EXPEDITED 
COMMISSION ACTION

SPP respectfully requests that Commission establish a shortened comment period 

of three business days (i.e., March 28, 2012) for this motion, and that the Commission act 

on this motion by Thursday, March 29, 2012.  Good cause exists for a shortened 
                                               
12 See, e.g., Order No. 890 at P 403.

13 In addition to the January 31 Notice discussed in connection with the outstanding 
compliance obligations in Docket Nos. ER08-1419-003 and -004, supra note 9; 
see also Southwest Power Pool, Inc., “Notice of Extension of Time,” Docket No. 
OA08-61-001 (July 7, 2009); Southwest Power Pool, Inc., “Notice of Extension 
of Time,” Docket No. ER09-758-000 (May 15, 2009) (extending compliance 
deadline to afford sufficient time for SPP to meet stakeholder notice 
requirements); Southwest Power Pool, Inc., “Notice of Extension of Time,” 
Docket No. OA08-61-000 (Sept. 12, 2008) (granting 120-day extension to allow 
Tariff revisions to be developed through normal stakeholder processes).
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comment period and expedited Commission action.  As SPP’s compliance filing is due 

March 30, 2012, expedited Commission action on this motion by March 29, 2012 will 

provide SPP with the assurance that it may develop the necessary revisions to the Tariff 

in consultation with stakeholders through the SPP stakeholder process, and that the 

necessary resource-specific data revision required by the February 29 Order is 

coordinated with SPP’s ongoing stakeholder efforts to comply with the December 2011 

Order in Docket No. ER08-1419.  Given the need for expedited Commission action and 

the fact that this motion is procedural in nature, seeking only to extend the compliance 

deadlines to accommodate SPP’s stakeholder process, a shortened comment period is 

appropriate and should not prejudice any party to this proceeding.14

                                               
14 In a recent Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, the Commission proposed revising its 

regulations to shorten the comment period for procedural motions like the instant 
motion to five days, or a shorter period if ordered by the Secretary of the 
Commission based on the circumstances of the request.  See Filing of Privileged 
Materials and Answers to Motions, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, IV FERC 
Stats. & Regs., Proposed Regs. ¶ 32,685, at PP 4, 23-25 (2011).  The Commission 
noted that “[i]n most cases, such procedural filings are not controversial or 
complex, so any issues that might arise can be addressed with a shorter answer 
period.  Id. at P 23.
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IV. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, SPP respectfully requests that the Commission extend 

the compliance deadlines for the resource-specific data revisions to the SPP-Entergy 

Agreement and the new CEII procedures in Attachment O to May 14, 2012 and July 31, 

2012, respectively.  SPP also respectfully requests that the Commission establish a 

shortened comment period and act expeditiously on this motion as discussed above.

Respectfully submitted,

 /s/ Matthew J. Binette
Jeffrey G. DiSciullo
Matthew J. Binette
WRIGHT & TALISMAN, P.C.
1200 G Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005-3802
Telephone: (202) 393-1200
Fax: (202) 393-1240

Attorneys for
Southwest Power Pool, Inc.

March 23, 2012
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